
 

 

U.S. Coast Guard has long, proud history 
Nancy Gould 

Hunter Army Airfield Public Affairs 

 

  

The United States Coast Guard, one of the country's five Armed Services, is 

a unique agency of the Federal government. Its history can be traced back 

to Aug. 4, 1790, when the first Congress authorized the construction of ten 

vessels to enforce tariff and trade laws and prevent smuggling. Known 

throughout the 19th and early 20th century as the Revenue Marine and the 

Revenue Cutter Service, it expanded in size and responsibilities as the 

nation grew.  The service received its present name in 1915 under an act of 

Congress when the Revenue Cutter Service merged with the Life-Saving 

Service. At that time, the nation had a single maritime service dedicated to 

saving lives at sea and enforcing the nation's maritime laws. The Coast 

Guard began maintaining the country's aids to maritime navigation, 

including the operation of national lighthouses, when President Franklin 

Roosevelt ordered the transfer of the Lighthouse Service to the Coast Guard in 1939. In 1946, Congress 

permanently transferred the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation to the Coast Guard, placing 

merchant marine licensing and merchant vessel safety under the Coast Guard’s purview.  

 

 The Coast Guard is one of the oldest 

organizations of the federal government 

and, until the Navy Department was 

established in 1798, it served as the 

nation's only Armed Force afloat. It has 

continued to protect the nation throughout 

its long history and has served proudly in 

every one of the nation's conflicts. National 

defense responsibilities remain one of the 

most important functions of the Coast 

Guard today. In times of peace, it operates as part of the Department of Homeland Security, serving as 

the nation's front-line agency to enforce laws at sea, protect the marine environment and the nation’s 

vast coastline and ports, and save lives. In times of war, or at the direction of the president, it serves 

under the Navy Department. 

 

"THE GUARDIAN ETHOS" 
 

I am America’s Maritime Guardian. 
 

I serve the citizens of the United States. 
 

I WILL protect them. 
 

I WILL defend them. 
 

I WILL SAVE THEM. 
 

I am their Shield. 
 

For them I am Semper Paratus. 
 

I live the Coast Guard Core Values. 
 

I am a GUARDIAN. 
 

WE ARE THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 



 

 

 

U.S. Coast Guard turns 219 
 

Nancy Gould, Hunter Public Affairs 
Ensign Lucas Elder, USCG Marine Safety Unit Savannah 

 
Coast Guard members worldwide will pause from their busy schedules Aug. 4 to celebrate the United 
States Coast Guard’s birthday — the oldest, continuous sea-going service in the United States. Here in 
Savannah, three Coast Guard units — Tybee Air Station Savannah, Savannah’s Marine Safety Office and 
Air Station Savannah, located on Hunter Army Airfield — will join the celebration. 
 
They’ll start early with competitive kickball; later, Coasties and their Family Members will move to 
Hunter Club and Hunter Outdoor Pool and Spray Park to spend the afternoon visiting with one another, 
grilling out and cooling off in the water.  
 
Commander Nick Bartolotta, executive officer, Air Station Savannah, said Coast Guard men and women 
are proud of their long, rich heritage and they look forward to celebrating it together. Bartolotta said 
he’s proud to be a Coast Guard member.  
 
"The best part is helping others and giving back to tax payers in this community," he said. 
 
On any one day nationally, Bartolotta said that the Coast Guard will: 
 
• save 15 lives  
• assist 114 people in distress  
• protect $4.9 million in property  
• interdict 26 illegal migrants at sea  
• conduct 82 search and rescue cases  
• seize $2.4 million worth of illegal drugs 
• conduct 23 waterfront facility safety or security inspections 
• respond to 11 oil and hazardous chemical spills 
• board 202 vessels of law enforcement interests  
 
Air Station Savannah 
 
Since 1963, Air Station Savannah has conducted an annual average of 250 Search and Rescue missions, 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year over 450 miles of shoreline on the Atlantic coast, from the northern 
border of South Carolina to Melbourne, Florida.  
 
Coast Guard Station Tybee 
 
Since 1983 Station Tybee has guarded the mouth of the Savannah River Entrance from its location north 
of Tybee Island, located east of downtown Savannah. Prior to that, it was located at the Tybee Island 
Light House. It shares property with the Fort Pulaski National Monument. The overarching mission of the 
28 Coast Guard men and women is their SAR and Law Enforcements missions, which contributes to the 
safety and security of citizens, ports, waterways and coastal regions.  
 
Marine Safety Unit Savannah  
 

With more than 100 active duty and Reserve members, the Marine Safety Unit, MSU Savannah, is 

responsible for implementing security measures for the Port of Savannah. Savannah is deemed an 

unlikely target for a future terrorist attack, but many vessels that visit here go to larger, more viable 

targets such as New York City. More than 3,000 foreign freight and tank vessels call on Savannah each 

year to load and unload their cargo. 


